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 By gathering to celebrate the life of your loved ones, family, friends and guests not only pay their 
respects but also affirm the significance of the individuals' existence and the impact they had on others. 
Through rituals, prayers, music, and speeches, memorial and funeral services create a space for reflection, 
healing, and remembrance. 

They help individuals navigate the complexities of grief, fostering a sense of community and connection 
that can be profoundly comforting in the face of loss.  

Additionally, these ceremonies provide a meaningful way to preserve the legacy of the deceased, ensuring 
that their memory lives on in the hearts and minds of those who Knew and loved them. 

Memorial and funeral services hold 
profound importance in the grieving 
process, offering solace and support 
to those left behind while honoring 
the life of the departed. 

These ceremonies provide a 
structured framework for expressing 
grief, sharing memories, and finding 
closure. They offer an opportunity 
for friends and family to come 
together, offering comfort and 
strength to one another during a 
time of loss.
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Ultimately, memorial and funeral services serve as a testament to the value of every life and the 
enduring bonds of love and friendship that transcend death.

In this guide, we'll delve into various types of funerals and memorials.
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1. Visitation Informal Gathering: An informal gathering 
provides an opportunity for friends and family to come 
together in a relaxed setting to share memories and 
offer condolences.
This gathering may take place at a funeral home, 
community center, or private residence and can be 
tailored to reflect the personality and interests of the 
deceased.

2. Celebration of Life: A celebration of life is a personalized 
and non-traditional way to honour the life of the 
departed.
It's a time for storytelling, laughter, and fond 
reminiscences as friends and family come together to 
celebrate the unique qualities and accomplishments of 
their loved one.

3. Memorial Service: A memorial service offers a formal 
opportunity to reflect on the life of the deceased. It may 
include readings, music, and speeches that honour their 
memory and impact on the lives of those around them. 
This service can be religious or secular, depending on 
the preferences of the family.
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4. Traditional Funeral Service in a Place of Worship: A traditional funeral service held in a place of 
worship follows the customs and rituals of a particular faith.

It typically includes prayers, readings from a spiritual text, and a eulogy delivered by a spiritual or 
community leader. This service provides a sacred space for family and friends to come together to 
offer prayers and pay final respects to the departed.

5. Military or Paramilitary Memorial Service: A military or paramilitary memorial service honours the 
deceased's service to their country or community.

It often includes ceremonial elements such as a piper, a bugler and a chaplain offering prayers and 
words of comfort. This service would start in the Hall of Colours. This service pays tribute to the 
individual's dedication and sacrifice.
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6. Virtual Memorial: In an increasingly digital world, virtual memorials offer a way for friends and family
from around the globe to come together and celebrate the life of the departed.

These online platforms allow for sharing memories, photos, and videos, as well as live-streaming of 
memorial services for those unable to attend in person.

7. Catered Reception: Following any of the above commemorative events, many families choose to
host a catered reception.

This allows attendees to gather in a more informal setting to share a meal, connect with one another, 
and continue celebrating the life of the departed.

8. Unique Memorial Service: A unique memorial service is tailored to the individuals being honoured,
reflecting their personality, passions, and interests.

This could involve incorporating elements such as their favorite music, hobbies, or cultural traditions 
into the ceremony. It's an opportunity for friends and family to come together in a truly personalized 
and meaningful way to celebrate the life of their loved ones.
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In addition to the options listed above, families are encouraged to explore personalized choices that 
reflect the unique interests and passions of their loved ones. 

No matter which type of funeral or memorial you choose, the most important thing is to create a 
meaningful and respectful tribute to the life of your loved ones. Whether you opt for a traditional 
service steeped in religious customs or a non-traditional celebration filled with laughter and 
storytelling, the goal is to honour their memory in a way that feels authentic and true to who they 
were.



 Contact Us
EMAIL

info@beechwoodottawa.ca

PHONE

613-741-9530

WEBSITE

beechwoodottawa.ca

ADDRESS

280 Beechwood Ave 
Ottawa, ON K1L 8A6

Owned by The Beechwood Cemetery Foundation 
and operated by The Beechwood Cemetery Company.

About Us 
Beechwood is the National Cemetery of Canada and is the home of the National 
Military Cemetery of the Canadian Forces, RCMP National Memorial Cemetery, the 
Ottawa Police Service Memorial Cemetery, the CSIS National Memorial Cemetery 
and many more organizations and religious groups. Beechwood has been proudly 
serving our community since 1873.

Take advantage of all the services offered by Beechwood Cemetery, including  
pre-arrangements, full service funerals, cremation, cemetery services and executor 
assistance. Beechwood Cemetery can meet whatever wishes you may have from 
visitations, informal gatherings, life celebrations, memorial services, catered receptions, 
to a custom monument or memorialization.

Beechwood Cemetery is here to provide 
you with everything you need to make the 
right decision for you and your loved 
ones.

Beechwood, Funeral, Cemetery and Cremation Services is owned by The Beechwood 
Cemetery Foundation and operates on a not-for-profit basis. Governed by a volunteer 
Board of Directors, it is the only organization of its kind in Ottawa. In choosing 
Beechwood, Funeral, Cemetery and Cremation Services, you can take comfort in 
knowing that all funds are used for the maintenance, preservation and enhancement of 
this National Historic Site. The Beechwood Cemetery Foundation was created for the 
purpose of safeguarding Beechwood’s future and increasing public awareness of 
Beechwood, as well as the important historical persons buried within it.

http://www.beechwoodottawa.ca/



